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Course/Grade
Eighth Grade, U.S. History
Standards: 
History 4 a-b, Government 1, Social Skills and Methods 1, 4

Materials Needed

· Transformation in Cleveland Art page 50
· Transparency of “The Spirit of 1776” painting

· Bulletin Paper

Goals:

1. To examine the character of various colonists in the military struggle for independence during the American Revolution.

Learning Activities:

· Teacher will have the transparency of Archibald Willard on the overheard when the students enter.

· Students will be prompted to write down POWER WORDS they feel when they see this image. Example: Bravery, Charisma, Perseverance
· Teacher will lead a discussion of various observations made by students. These observations will be written on the board
· Teacher will ask the students open-ended questions about how the early battles in the North might have led the Patriots to feel that they could/could not win this battle. Did they really want to win? Or did they want their opinions heard in Britain more so than separation and independence? 

· Teacher will then prompt the student to discuss how, despite these early defeats, the Spirit of 1776 was still there? What was the significance of this year? Why did the colonists feel they had a chance?

· After an ending discussion of the picture, students will be prompted to write a story based on this snaphot painting. This story will include battles we have studied to show understanding, analysis, and illustration of what we have studied.

· The discussion questions are listed within the activities as well as the assessment.

