Urban Life “The Way It Is

 Author:  Greg James and Mike Turk: Euclid High School
Course:   Honors World History 90215

Grade Level:  10th 

Standards Met:  
Explain the effects of industrialization in the United States including Urbanization
Analyze the impact of industrialization and the modern corporation in the United States on economic and political practices with emphasis on standard of living

Analyze the perspectives that are evident in African-American art

Art Materials & Artist Referenced:     Michelangelo Lovelace
http://www.spfld-museum-of-art.org/collection/lovelace.html     
http://www.spfld-museum-of-art.org/exhibit/m-lovelace.html
Goals and Objectives:  The student will be able to comprehend the vocabulary of urban and suburban life.  Also, students will analyze and derive meanings and context to Michelangelo’ Lovelace’s artwork.  Finally, students will make connections to their own neighborhoods by deriving a meaning to their environment.
Learning Activities:  Viewing Websites of Michelangelo Lovelace’s.  Think-Pair-Share cooperative learning activity.  Also, they will give the results to the class for comparison and discussion. 
Teaching Strategies and Methods: Introduction to Urban Life.  Distinguish the difference between Urban and Suburban Areas.  Show how races are segregated and see how this correlates to Imperialism of the early 19th Century.  Show how Michelangelo is viewing history through his eyes and how people’s views differ on aspects of a community. Students will look at the websites provided for a better understanding of the message which Michelangelo is trying to convey. They will all look at different pictures and discuss in small groups the meaning behind them. The students will share with the rest of the class what they discussed in their small groups. Teacher will then lead a discussion about how students see their community and what they see as being important where they live. They will discuss whether their neighborhood is similar or different to Michelangelo Lovelace’s and how. Student’s assignment will be to compose a poster of their neighborhood and community through their own eyes. This would include a paper in which they discuss what they included in their poster and why.
Discussion Questions:  1. Why are Michelangelo’s work involving all African-Americans.  2. What type of themes do you see in Michelangelo’s works.  3. Why is Michelangelo’s work different from the previous artists during the Enlightenment Period.  4. When you see Pablo Picasso and Cubism, how does Michelangelo’s work compare? 
Assessment Ideas or Others:  Their homework will be a poster that shows their environment and neighborhood through their eyes.  Students will be expected to complete a two page paper that explains each concept of their poster.  Students will be encouraged to use the Euclid Public Library and the Euclid Historical Society to gain “real” material that could have been in their neighborhoods.
