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Course:

United States History

10th Grade

Ohio Standards Met:
· Grade Ten: History, D, 7

· Grade Ten: History, F, 14, a & b

· Grade Ten: Peoples in Societies, B, 4

· Grade Ten: Citizenship Rights & Responsibilities, A, 2, b

· Grade Ten: Social Studies Skills and Methods: A, 1, e

Artwork:

Elmer Brown’s Dorie Miller Manning the Gun at Pearl Harbor (1942)

Goals & Objectives:

a. Students Will Be Able To (SWBAT) analysis propaganda artwork 


b. SWBAT understand the frustrations of African-American soldiers in a  

segregated American army during World War II.

c. SWBAT appreciate the important role that African-American veterans played 

in the post-war Civil Rights Movement.

Learning Activities: 
As an introduction to the Civil Rights Unit, students will be asked to analyze the painting of the World War II era to make connections to World War II.  Teacher will discuss and share the story of Dorie Miller’s heroic effort during Pearl Harbor and the military’s commission of the painting.  This will lead to discussion concerning the irony of African-American soldiers fighting against a Nazi ideology of white racial supremacy oversees in a segregated American army.  This generation of African-Americans shaped by these experiences will provide critical leadership in the modern Civil Rights movement.

Teaching Strategies and Methods/Discussion Question:


A. Begin with Student analysis of Dorie Miller Manning the Gun at Pearl 

Harbor.
· How is Dorie Miller portrayed?
· What surprises you about the painting?

B. Teacher shares story of Dorie Miller (www. Clevelandartandhistory.org) and the commission by the Office of War Information, the propaganda agency of the US military.  The government wanted an image of Miller to boost moral and enlistment among African-Americans.
C. Teacher leads discussion comparing and contrasting Nazi racial ideology and a segregated American military.
· For the Nazi movement, how was the hierarchy of race defined?

· How were African-Americans treated in American south of the 1940’s and why?
· How did the Military’s treatment of African-Americans reflect American racial values?

· What efforts were made to combat discrimination by the federal government during World War II?

D. Discuss the reaction of African-American veterans to life in a segregated army and to returning to a deeply segregated America.

Assessment Ideas:  
Students will create a propaganda poster reflecting the reality of life for African-Americans in the United States military during World War II.

